
MINUTES of MEETING of BUTE AND COWAL AREA COMMITTEE held in the EAGLESHAM 
HOUSE, MOUNTPLEASANT ROAD, ROTHESAY  

on TUESDAY, 2 AUGUST 2011  
 

Present: Councillor B Marshall (Chair) 
 

 Councillor A MacAlister Councillor R Simon 
 Councillor A McNaugthon Councillor L Scoullar 
 Councillor R Macintyre Councillor I Strong 
 Councillor J McQueen Councillor J R Walsh 
   
Attending: Shirley MacLeod, Area Governance Manager 
 Hugh Blake, Estates Surveyor 
 Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services 
 Martin Gorringe, Marine & Airports Manager 

Liz Marion, Community Development Officer 
Inspector Gordon Anderson, Strathclyde Police 
Alastair MacGregor, ACHA 
Iona MacPhail, ACHA 
Rosemary McMillan, ACHA 

 
 1. APOLOGIES 

 
  Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Chief Inspector Mosley. 

 
 2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
  Councillor A MacAlister declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 10b due to a 

family interest. 
 

 3. MINUTES 
 

  (a) MINUTES OF MEETING OF 7TH JUNE 2011 
 

   The Minutes of the Meeting of 7th June 2011 were approved as a correct 
record. 
 

 4. ACHA BUTE & COWAL IN BLOOM AWARDS 
 

  Members heard an informative presentation from Iona MacPhail on the Bute & 
Cowal Garden Competition, she advised that there will be a press release in 
both papers.  
 

 5. ACHA AREA UPDATE - PRESENTATION 
 

  Members heard from Alistair MacGregor on the investment programme in Bute & 
Cowal for 2011. He also spoke on initiatives ACHA will be taking forward 
including heating and rewiring contracts, kitchen and bathroom programme, 
energy efficiency upgrades etc, Alistair also noted challenges for the future for 
ACHA. 
 
Several questions having been put and answered, Members noted the 
information provided. 



 6. CUSTOMER SERVICES 
 

  (a) COWAL EUROPE 
 

   Members heard from the Area Governance Manager on the potential to 
hold the European People’s Festival in Dunoon. 
 
Decision 
 
Members noted the information provided in relation to ongoing 
consideration of the possibility of Dunoon hosting the European People’s 
Festival in 2015 or 2016. 
 
(Reference: Report by the Area Governance Manager dated 25th July 2011 
– submitted) 
 

 7. COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

  (a) GRANTS TO THIRD SECTOR 2010/11 
 

   The Community Development Officer spoke on the recommendations for 
the award of Third Sector Grants and the Committee considered and 
determined the Third Sector Grants as follows:- 
  
Events and Festivals Grants Project Costs Grant Awarded 
Bute Bowling Association £2,364 £298 

Sandbank Senior Citizens Club £4,030 £400 

Dunoon Community Radio £5,000 £1,400 

Pending finance 
checks 

Fiddle Folk £34,587 £400 

Beachwatch Bute £2,325 £650 

P.A.C.C.T £3,479 £870 

Cowal Christian Youth Work 
(CCYW)  

£13,172 £1,100 

RSCDS South Argyll Branch £888 £220 

 

(Reference: Report by the Community Development Manager – submitted) 
 

 
 8. DEVELOPMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

 
  (a) VERBAL REPORT ON MILTON BURN FLOOD PREVENTION 

SCHEMES 
 

   Members heard a verbal update from the Area Governance Manager on the 
Milton Burn Flood Prevention Scheme 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee noted the details provided. 
 

 



  (b) IMPLEMENTATION OF DUNOON/GOUROCK FERRY SERVICE 
UPDATE 

 
   Members heard from the Marine & Airports Manager on the current 

operation of the Dunoon Gourock passenger only ferry service. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee:-  

i. Noted the details provided. 
ii. Agreed an urgent meeting would be arranged with 

Argyll & Bute Council, Argyll Ferries, Scottish 
Government and Inverclyde Council to discuss the 
current service which is clearly in conflict with 
European Maritime Cabotage Regulations. 

 
(Reference: Report by the Marine & Airports Manager – submitted) 
 

 
 9. PUBLIC AND COUNCILLOR QUESTION TIME 

 
  Mr Donald MacLeod, Bute Community Council asked about the state of the 

roads on the Island in particular Montague Street and received advice from Jim 
Smith. 
 
Mr Donald MacLeod further advised that it was the Jazz Festivals 25th 
Anniversary on the Island and asked about funding and Liz Marion gave advice. 
 
Councillor I Strong requested yellow hazard strips on the stairs at Guildford 
Square because they are very low and Jim Smith advise he would look into this. 
 
Councillor R Macintyre asked about the lifts at Rothesay Pier and received 
advice from Jim Smith. 
 
 
 

 EXEMPT PARAGRAPH 
 

 The Committee resolved in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act 1973, to exclude the public for the following item of business on the 
grounds that it was likely to involve the disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
Paragraph 9 respectively of Part 1 of Schedule 7A to the Local Government (Scotland) 
Act 1973. 
 

 10. EXEMPT ITEMS 
 

  (a) DOCTORS SURGERY SITE, ARGYLL STREET, DUNOON 
 

   Members heard from the Estates Surveyor on the request received from the 
Doctor’s Surgery at Argyll Street, Dunoon to acquire the ground on which 
their surgery building is located. 
 
Decision 



 
The Committee agreed to point 2.1(1) of the report by the Executive 
Director of Customer Services. 
 
(Reference: Report by the Executive Director of Customer Services dated 
13th July 2011 – submitted) 
 

 
  (b) LAND, EDWARD STREET, DUNOON 

 
   Councillor A MacAlister, having declared a non pecuniary interest in this 

item, left the meeting and took no part in the discussion. 
 
Members heard from the Estates Surveyor in relation to ground at Edward 
Street, Dunoon. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee agreed to point 2.1(i) and (ii) of the report by the Executive 
Director of Customer Services. 
 
(Reference: Report by the Executive Director of Customer Services dated 
19th July 2011 – submitted) 
 

  (c) 23 ARGYLL STREET, DUNOON 
 

   Members heard from the Estates Surveyor on the offers of lease received in 
respect of the shop premises at 23 Argyll Street, Dunoon which was 
recently advertised for lease. 
 
Decision 
 
The Committee agreed:-   

 
i. To point 2.1 of the report by the Executive Director 

of Customer Services. 
ii. That an extra condition be placed on the lease 

that no catering/food is provided on the premises.  
 
(Reference: Report by the Executive Director of Customer Services dated 
27th July 2011 – submitted) 
 

 


